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KT FaELZEH BZH
Scholar Zhu! said, "YI (Righteousness) is the heart's discipline and the matter of obligation."

Note': Scholar Zhu was a prominent idealist philosopher of Confucianism in the Song Dynasty
(AD 960-1279).

RS (T E . Z ZH7%
Han Yu' said, "Acting suitably is Y1."

Note': Han Yu was a prominent idealist philosopher of Confucianism in the Tang Dynasty (AD
618-907).

FHZE FHRK BREALISX

Since the TAO of YI is a nature of Heaven, people who have immense YT are therefore
comparable to Heaven.

REE RIS AP ZUERS 2NN ERNZREREEL

People who are extremely Righteous would sacrifice themselves like Kwan Yu's! sacrificing

himself for YI; or have ultimate impartiality like Zhou Gong's? placing YI above his family

loyalty.
Note': Kwan Yu who was a famous general had a sworn brother® Lau Bei. Lau Bei was part of the
family of royal emperor of the Han Dynasty (BC 206-AD 230), which was overthrown. The land of
China at that time was controlled separately by three lords and Lau got a portion of it. Lau Bei
wanted to re-establish the emperor, and Kwan Yu supported Lau because of his sworn brother's
imperial family background. Kwan steadfastly pursued this direction until he was killed by his
opponents.

Note?: Zhou Gong was an administrator in the Zhou Dynasty (BC 770-221) and also had the
responsibility of bringing up the little prince to be an emperor. However, Zhou Gong's brother,
insecure under these circumstances, wanted to overthrow the little emperor. Zhou Gong felt that
he had no choice but to kill his own brother to protect the integrity of the Zhou Dynasty.

Note®: Friends sworn together to sky and earth that they would help each other are as close as if
they were the same blood brother.

KF MZRASHE RGBT

The moment the choice is made between YI and personal gain begins the path towards becoming
a saint or impetuous fool.

wTL RE BT WEE T REHERS
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Mencius said, “YI is a road that everyone should walk on.”
Scholar Shi! said, “YT is a matter of 'should'. Doing things that one should do is Y1.”

Note': Scholar Shi was a prominent idealist philosopher of Confucianism in the Song Dynasty
(AD 960-1279).

Wh T RESLEZHE ERIRE SHBIHA I FREEFESR

For instance, a child dying for filial piety, and government officials dying for loyalty are
examples of people that have immense YI. Thus, it is not only friendship that requires Y1.

fHUR G R

Mencius's Seven Chapters all talk about benevolence and YI.

HABERNZ EHEZE EEBHELE AS AL

There were fables relating to the YI between dogs and humans and between horses and humans.
Since animals can die for Y1, how incredulous if mankind is unable to do so.

BREER K& tRE =K Sl WlEEE FZhis
BEHATEAT RERE BN —8FIRT BESESTHHA

The friendship of Chan and Lei!, Quan and Bao! were made of YI. The 'Three friendships of the
Peach Orchard? were cemented with YI. The friendships of 'Burn till dawn" were conducted
with YI.

These are ancient legends that will never fade away. These people, so difficult to imitate, became
Saints or Sages because they behaved with Y.

Note': Chan & Lei who were in the Eastern Han Dynasty (AD 25-220) had a very close friendship.
At one time, Lei was selected as an honorable county scholar. Lei recommended to the county
the honor also be given to his friend Chan, but Chan was rejected. At that point, Lei secluded
himself and never received the honor. Quan & Bao lived in the unstable "Spring and Autumn
Period (BC 770-476)". Even though Bao was rich and Quan was poor, they were very close
friends. Bao knew that Quan was a sage and at one time, he recommended Quan to a feudal
baron as an advisor. After Quan was hired, the feudal baron was able to establish solid and
prominent foundations for his kingdom within the "Warring Period (BC 475-221)" of Chinese
History.

Note?: The 'Three friendships of the Peach Orchard' was the sworn brotherhood of Lau Bei, Kwan
Yu and Cheng Fei that brought us Chinese many accounts of loyalty and YI.

Note’: In the 'Burn till dawn' narrative, Xu province had just been lost in combat. Lau Bei, who
was the lord of Xu province, lost contact with his escaping family. Fortunately, Kwan Yu, who was
a general and a sworn brother of Lau, was there to protect Lau's family. Eventually, Kwan and all
Lau's family were captured by their opponents. Kwan and Lau's wife were purposely kept in the
same house. To eliminate any questions of impropriety, Kwan would not go to sleep at night and
let the candles burn until dawn.
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As I have established this Tien De Religion, being busy rushing all over places and having no
concern of my own self are also an act of Y.
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People who live YI will not hesitate to give up their lives.

Therefore Mencius said, “Life is my desire and so is Y. If only one can be chosen, YI should be
taken and life should be disregarded.”

Thus, great Y1 is a difficult burden to carry.

PRAVCR I m Z e & ARSI E 2 o
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However, ordinary people can live YI. When we see, within our clan, our race, our village or our
party, poor people that don't have enough money to get married or buried, we should provide
help within our ability. When we see victims of misfortune, who don't have enough food or
clothing, we should make donations generously.

When we see someone who helplessly faces a wrong accusation and suffers oppression, we
should bend our efforts to help with the matter, and demand a fair judgment to obviate any
grudge.

Furthermore, being civic-minded and helping people in your community is also YI.

fLTrH REAR EELD
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Confucius said, “Confronting a matter of YI but not doing it is an act of cowardice.”
This saying is a mighty analects of a sage.

SRR TEAE WEEH R

J55 HETEE HHER: SsEE HELE

In today's world, some people, who put their names on a ritual paper in pledge of brotherhood
and swear to live and die together, claim that they are bound by YTI.

Many have pledged today, who will attempt to assassinate each other tomorrow. Ask those
people, "Where is your YI?"
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In history, there were people who sacrificed themselves to honor YI, so that their minds could be
free of regret. They were not forced or deceived into YI.

B BIRAERE MEEARKT
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Alas, if YI is impaired, Heaven is in part betrayed.
May all aspiring, upright people bravely contend with matters of YI. Using your human powers,
you can do the largest thing or the smallest thing; you can make the YT last forever.

XRHEH =4iE8da BRHIMR
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Wen Tian Xiang' said, "Three Cardinal principles tie up our life; YI of Tao is a root of life."

The application of YI to relationships is not simple.
Note': Wen was a government official under the last emperor of Southern Song Dynasty (AD
1127-1279). When the dynasty was overthrown, Wen was imprisoned. Since Wen was a well-
known scholar, some tried to persuade and bribe him to serve the new kingdom. But his

righteousness in not serving the enemy never wavered. The new ruler knew that Wen's mind
would never be swayed and eventually had Wen executed.

Note?: The three Cardinal principles are the relationships of: Ruler and Subject, Parent and Child,
and Husband and Wife.
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